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A KINGSTON  TRIO OF EATERIES
BY ANN NORUP

Every year, more than two million people zoom 
through Kingston, Washington, anxious to catch the ferry back 
to Edmonds or excited to begin their adventures on the Kitsap 
or Olympic Peninsulas. But we’d like to suggest another option. 
From farm-to-fork extraordinaire to favorite pub fare, from 
sweet treats to the best burger joint around, Kingston’s eateries 
are worth a stop. And to appeal to all dietary preferences, each 
restaurant has vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options.

MOSSBACK (mossbackcafe.com) has been gaining 
culinary distinction as one of the peninsula’s best farm-
to-table dining experiences for several years. Tucked into a 
cliffside neighborhood a half-dozen blocks from the ferry, you 
walk into a romantic, 100-year-old house and feel like you’ve 
just come home. Creative, eclectic décor graces bedrooms 
that have morphed into delightful dining spaces, including 
The Rabbit Hole, their intimate lounge with cool metal wall 
art. A lovingly tended garden beckons you to dine al fresco 
during warm weather. 

Their menu changes often based upon what’s available 
locally, so you can savor fresh, innovative fare. Seasonal dishes 
celebrate the region’s bounty with herbs and edible flowers 

grown in their garden to enhance the myriad flavors of the 
chef’s creations. Scratch-made pasta, bread and ice cream are 
added delights. Pair your meal with wines, ciders and brews 
from their regional list or try one of the creative craft cocktails 
they’re known for. 

THE KINGSTON ALE HOUSE  
(kingstonalehouse.com) is on the main drag to the ferry toll 
booth on State Route Highway 104 and is an easy, two-block 
walk from the ferry parking lot. In 2016, Kim and Tony Clark 
bought this iconic pub in Kingston and put their own spin on it. 
They updated the interior and offered a menu with a new twist 
while keeping classic favorites to satisfy customers who’ve 
been coming for years. If the delectable menu doesn’t draw 
you through the door, the tantalizing, mouthwatering aromas 
of the onsite smoker will have you begging for a table. Locals 
swear by the smoked Beecher’s cheese burger, smoked wings 
and smoked salmon chowder. 

Go for a casual bite or linger over a more upscale dinner 
with entrees like seared ahi, grilled salmon, house-made 
pasta dishes and crab cakes, to name a few. Pair your meal 
with a beer from their first-rate selection, boasting both 
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Mossback, beet-brined king salmon ravioli
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local and specialty brews. Weather permitting, enjoy 
the outside deck at a table under a colorful umbrella 
overlooking Apple Tree Cove.

THE GRUB HUT (peaceloveandgrub.com) is one of 
the Kitsap Peninsula’s best burger joints, serving up classic 
American eats. It’s a half-mile from the ferry terminal on 
State Route Highway 104. Their gourmet burgers, fries, 
sandwiches and shakes will make you wonder why you 
haven’t discovered this place before. 

The vibe is reminiscent of a Polynesian tiki hut, hence  
its name. Eat inside or outside on one of their picnic tables 
or take your yummy stash of goodies to go. The pulled pork 
and chicken sandwiches are local favorites and each meal 
comes with a mountain of fries. But no worries if you’re 
trying to eat healthy. Salads, homemade soups, veggie chili, 
homemade ceviche or hummus will keep you humming. 
And for dessert, indulge in a guilty pleasure of one of their 
29 flavors of soft-serve ice cream and shakes. 

When you go, be sure to check out kingstonchamber.com 
for more things to see and do in Kingston, and visitkitsap.com 
for travel throughout the Kitsap Peninsula. 

Bainbridge Island Lodging Association 
DestinationBainbridge.com
Airbnb - airbnb.com. Type in the name of city or town  
to find a place to stay on the Kitsap Peninsula.

Hampton Inn & Suites - Hilton - Bremerton
360-405-0200 | bremertonsuites.hamptoninn.com
Oxford Suites - Silverdale Waterfront
888-698-7848 | oxfordsuitessilverdale.com
Poulsbo Inn & Suites - Little Norway
800-597-5151 | poulsboinn.com

Kitsap
Peninsula
National 
Water 
Trails

Easy to get to by ferry, bridge, bike, boat, bus or auto.

VisitKitsap.comFind Things to Do, Places  
to Eat, Drink, Play & Stay

The Beautiful Kitsap Peninsula ~ The Perfect Fall Getaway

Hansville - Point No Point  Lighthouse

Baymont Inn & Suites - Bremerton
360-377-7666 | tinyurl.com/ybtb6rgf
Best Western Plus Silverdale Beach Hotel
360-698-1000 | silverdalebeachhotel.com
Best Western Plus Wesley Inn - Gig Harbor 
888-462-0002 | wesleyinn.com
Clearwater Casino Resort - Suquamish  
866-609-8700 | clearwatercasino.com
Comfort Inn on the Bay - Port Orchard
360-895-2666 | tinyurl.com/h8ovrzw
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